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There are a large number of events scheduled for the February-
June period, many of which are open to everyone. Planning for all 
but the first are óworks in progressô and additional information will 
be released when it is available. 

 
Grand Highland Military Ball - Saturday 25 February 
The Military Ball, one of Calgaryôs premier social events, will be 
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, located at 7th Avenue and 
Centre St. SW. Tickets are $150 per person and this yearôs guest 
of honour is Her Honour, the Honourable Lois E. Mitchell CM, 
AOE, LLD, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. For more information 
and to purchase tickets, use this link, http://
www.calgaryhighlandersball.com/ 

 
Regimental Birthday - Wednesday 29 March 
The Calgary Highlanders will celebrate the Regimentôs 107th 
birthday. For serving soldiers and Association members, details 
to be announced (TBA). 

 
Vimy Mess Dinner - Friday 7 April 
By invitation. Detail TBA 

 
Vimy Commemoration - Saturday 8 April 
A parade to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Canadian Corpôs successful battle to seize Vimy Ridge, a position 
thought by some to be impregnable. The parade and 
commemoration will involve all Calgaryôs military units and 
representation from the British Army Training Unit Suffield 
(BATUS). This event will be open to all; details TBA. 

 
St Julien Officers Mess Dinner - Thursdays 20 April 
By invitation. Details TBA. 

 EVENTS CALENDAR  
 February - June 2017 

http://www.calgaryhighlandersball.com/


  

 

±ƻƭǳƳŜ с LǎǎǳŜ м              ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлмт                           п   

 
 
St Julien Commemoration - Saturday 22 April 
The commemoration will include three activities: a parade, the 
Regimental Associationôs Annual General Meeting, and the 
Reunion Dinner. The parade will take place at Mewata Armoury 
since Calgaryôs Old City Hall building, the traditional site of the 
wreath-laying, is closed for extensive repairs. The AGM and 
Reunion Dinner will also be held at the Armoury following the 
parade. The parade is open to all; the AGM and Reunion Dinner 
are for those who serve, or have previously served with the 
Unit. Details TBA. 

 
LCol Boyle Lecture - April 
This yearôs lecture, for military and political science enthusiasts, 
is tentatively scheduled for Monday, 17 April. More information 
to follow. 

 
Cadet Annual Ceremonial Review - Sunday 28 May 
The ACR involves all four cadet units associated with the Calgary 
Highlanders: 2137 Calgary, 3016 Airdrie, 3125 Chestermere, and 
2383 Turner Valley. This event is open to all who wish to show 
support for our Army Cadets. Details TBA. 

 
Change of Command Mess Dinner - Friday 2 June 
A mess dinner will be held the evening prior to the Calgary 
Highlanders Change of Command. By invitation. 

 
Change of Command - Saturday 3 June 
This parade at Mewata Armoury will see the current 
Commanding Officer, LCol Kyle Clapperton, and RSM, CWO 
Christopher Tucker, relinquish their appointments to Maj Simon 
Cox and MWO Glen Fedoruk. Open to all and, as usual, details 
TBA. 
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could not be defended in depth. The Germans 
were confident - based on experience - that it 
could be held for days against any conceivable 
assault, long enough to bring several divisions 
of counter-attacking forces forward from their 
rest positions more than 20 kms to the rear. In 
order to counter this the Canadian plans called 
for an extremely violent assault - what today 
would be called 'shock and awe' - that would 
overwhelm the defenders before counter-
attacking forces could arrive in large numbers. 
The overall plan for the attack was relatively 
straightforward in concept though not in execu-
tion. The ridge would be subjected to a massive 
and lengthy bombardment designed to force the 
Germans down into their deep 'bomb proof' 
shelters, smash their defensive works, cut their 
wire, and silence much of 
their artillery. The assault, to 
be carried out simultaneously 
by all four Canadian Divisions 
(the only time this occurred 
during the war), would be 
supported by an elaborate 
fire plan in which the ad-
vancing infantry would hug 
their creeping barrage which 
would advance at the rate of 
100 yards every three 
minutes. While the field artil-
lery laid down the creeping 
barrage, the heavier guns 
would direct their fire on 
strong points farther ahead.  
To help ensure the assault's 
success British tunnelers laid 13 large explosive 
charges (mines) under the enemy positions, 
some to be detonated during the preliminary 
bombardment and others at the beginning of 
the assault.  
If all went to plan the ridge would be taken in a 
matter of hours. Once it was firmly in Canadian 
hands the heavily-fortified 'Pimple', located at 
the ridge's extreme north end, would be seized. 
The Corp's four divisions were to be arrayed op-
posite the ridge in numerical order on a 7 km 
front with the veteran 1st Division - including 
the 10th Battalion - at the south end and 4th 
Division at the north.  
The ridge is narrowest but steepest in the areas 
allocated to the 3rd and 4th Divisions and in-
cluded Hill 145 (the highest point on the ridge) 
and 'The Pimple'. In contrast it is broader and 
less steep in front of the objectives given the 
1st and 2nd Divisions. The result was that the 
1st Division would have to cross 4,000 m to 
reach its objective at Farbus Wood while the 4th 

Division, farthest to the north, would have to 
cross less than a kilometre but was faced with 
the most difficult terrain. 
Four phase lines were established where the 
Canadians would pause in their attack to mop 
up any bypassed strongpoints and consolidate 
before pressing on: Black, Red, Blue and Brown, 
though the latter two only existed along the 
south half of the ridge opposite the 1st and 2nd 
Divisions. 
The Black Line was to be captured thirty-five 
minutes after a 5:30 am zero hour. A pause of 
forty-five minutes was then planned to allow the 
leading wave to consolidate on the objective 
and fresh units to pass through. The Red Line 
was to fall twenty minutes later. The assault 
would then again pause, this time for two hours 

and thirty minutes, 
before beginning again 
at 9:35am on the 1st 
and 2nd Divisions' 
fronts. The Blue Line 
was to be in Canadian 
hands seventy-five 
minutes later. Then, 
after a pause of ninety
-six minutes, the final 
attack would begin at 
12:26pm and the 
Brown Line would fall 
at 1:18pm, seven 
hours and forty-eight 
minutes after zero 
hour. Strong enemy 

counter-attacks were expected, but they would 
have to be made up the ridge's steep eastern 
side in the teeth of a huge volume of artillery 
defensive fire and would find the Canadian in-
fantry ready in newly-prepared positions.  

Canadian Preparations 
The complexity of the attack depended upon 
strict adherence to set timings since once the 
fire plan began it could not be altered, as com-
manders could not communicate in a timely 
manner with either the gun batteries or the in-
fantry. The entire operation would have to run 
like clockwork, and for this to occur the infantry 
had to be put through meticulous rehearsals, 
which in turn required detailed knowledge of 
the enemy's fighting positions. For the artillery it 
meant determining the location of the German 
guns which were located in reverse slope posi-
tions. 
Although patrols and raids had a role to play, 
the majority of the information needed for the 
Arras offensive, including Vimy Ridge, had to 
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midday. 
The Drumheller course, notorious on the 
international óMudderô circuit because of its 
steep slopes and slippery descents, began 
appropriately with an uphill jaunt of close to a 
thousand metres. The ground on this short leg 
was an uneven dirt path, but dry, until the 
first obstacle appeared hidden over a small 
ridge. There in defilade was a deep mud pool 
called óSix Feet Under' that we had to jump 
into from a ledge, then wade across. Soaking 
wet, with sand in our teeth and covered from 
head to toe in muck, we all laughed that there 
was now no turning back. 
Pushing forward, we did a óHero Carryô 
through earth soft enough to rip our shoes 
off, then descended into the canyon below via 
a long rappel down a cliff. From there we 
cruised for another kilometer or so until we 
were greeted by the 
óDevil's Beardô, a heavy 
fishing net that we 
had to crawl under for 
20 metres (60ft)  
through pebbled ruts. 
We emerged on the 
other side out of 
breath, our knees and 
elbows bloodied, but 
we advanced 
undeterred to the next 
stumbling block. 
Like military obstacle 
courses, each 
challenge pushed the 
limits of physical 
endurance and mental stamina in order to 
build the confidence participants needed to 
move forward. Some though, like the óArctic 
Enemaô, were too much for even seasoned 
Legionnaires, and as we arrived at its base we 
were held up by a group who had climbed to 
the top of the ladder, then after seeing what 
awaited them, climbed back down to walk 
around it. 
What had stopped them dead in their tracks 
was a pool of murky water with 20,000 lbs of 
ice floating in it. But it wasn't the risk of 
hypothermia that had them waffling, it was 
that to get through the pool you had to 
careen down a slide, then pull your weight 
blindly under a cage while fully submerged. 
Once on the other side of the cage, 
participants had to climb over a wall and swim 
to the end of the pool to climb out. The 

confined space presented by the cage had 
evoked claustrophobia in the group ahead of 
us and the fear of the unknown was enough 
to force them off the platform. To rub salt in 
their wounds, the Highlander team plunged 
right in without hesitation. 
Emerging from the chop, our limbs were 
numb and frozen, but our bodies were clean 
again, if only for the moment. We picked up 
the pace with rejuvenated vigour on order to 
warm up, and passed a number of teams who 
were beginning to gas around mid-point of 
the course. Down one hill and back up the 
next became the leg burning norm and after a 
log carry, the óMud Mile 2.0ô and a quicksand 
stand called óQuagmireô, we soon stumbled 
onto the upper body obstacles. 
These were broken up by a few kilometers of 
track to allow some recuperation, but 

included the óBlockness 
Monsterô, which was three 
rotating blocks where 
competitors had to hold on as 
they were dragged from 
water, over the obstacle, then 
back into the mud head first. 
Following it were the monkey 
bars which were long, sloped 
up and included a slide 
portion where body 
momentum had to be used to 
reach another set of bars. If 
you weren't fast enough and 
missed them, you simply fell 
several metres into the mudpit 
below. And just when we 
thought our arms were burnt 

out, we came to  óBalls to the Wallô, a rope 
climb over a  6 metre (20ft) high wall.  
The final leg of the course saw another rope 
challenge, but this time up a cliff, followed by 
a winding trail along a ridge where we 
encountered and conquered óEverest 2.0ô and 
the óPyramid Schemeô. The Pyramid was 
challenging because it demanded teamwork, 
requiring us to stack our bodies against a 
near vertical structure two stories high to 
form a human ladder so each member could 
get to the top. But the organizers saved the 
best for last, a stand they called óElectro 
Shock Therapy'. This obstacle was comprised 
of a series of electric cables hanging above an 
open pit of muddy water, and each cable 
carried a painful punch of 10,000 volts. Most 
racers do everything possible to avoid being 
zapped, but The Calgary Highlanders team 
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We emerged on the other 
side out of breath, our 
knees and elbows 
bloodied, but we advanced 
undeterred to the next 
stumbling block  
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