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The Newsletter of  the Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association 

  The Glen  

Welcome to the first 

edition of the Glen in 
digital newsletter ra-
ther than newspaper 

format.  However, 
before going any farther, let me briefly intro-
duce myself.  After many years service to the 

Association, Lynn Moffat stepped down as 
President in April of this year and I was elect-

ed to replace him.  My service with the Calga-
ry Highlanders spanned 1975--1992 and en-
compassed a number of positions including 

platoon commander, training officer, adjutant 
and OC A Coy.  Becoming Association Presi-
dent will allow me to not only reacquaint my-

self with those of you I served with but also 
to forge new bonds.  

One of the Association's strategies is to com-

municate with you more frequently and effec-
tively.  We are developing a new website 
which should be up by the end of the year, 

while our aim is to publish the new format 
Glen  several time annually.  In order to do so 
cost effectively we need your e-mail address.  

Distributing the Glen electronically will save 
us the time and significant expense of print-
ing and mailing and allow increased content.  

You can give us your e-mail address simply 
by sending a note to 

calghighr.glen@gmail.com. 

Something we'd like to see in future issues is 

Denis A. Mascardelli 

! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ  !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

more photos from all eras of the unit's history, 
but particularly recent photos from currently 

serving soldiers.  You can also send them to 
calghighr.glen@gmail.com.  If they are not 
available in digital format, prints can be mailed 

to our PO Box (see back page); they will be 
scanned and returned if you so indicate. 

It is our intention that the Glen be distributed 

to all Calgary Highlanders, both those who 
have served in the past and those who current-

ly serve, as well as friends of the unit.  There-
fore you are encouraged to forward copies by 
email anyone you know who may find it of in-

terest. 

Finally, you may have noticed that our name 
has changed.  The Association has incorpo-
rated under the Alberta Societies Act for sever-

al reasons but this has required a name 
change.  We regret the loss of the '10th Bn' in 
our name, however this change does not alter 

the fact that the Calgary Highlanders continue 
to, and always will, perpetuate the Fighting 
Tenth. 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
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L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ Ǿŀƭπ
ǳŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ƛƴ 
CƭƻȅŘ wƻǳǊƪŜΦ  CƭƻȅŘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5/a ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƭŜǘ 
ƻŦ DǊǳǇǇŜƴōƻƘǊŜƴΣ DŜǊπ
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻƴ нс !ǇǊƛƭ мфпрΦ  
hƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ 

ǿŀǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴ 
ƻǇŜƴ ŬŜƭŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜΦ  {ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǝƭƭ тллƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴπ
ǘŜƴǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊƳǎΣ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƎǳƴΣ нлƳƳ ŀƴŘ ууƳƳ 
ŬǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ  [ŀƴŎŜ /ƻǊπ
ǇƻǊŀƭ wƻǳǊƪŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǧŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΣ 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ууƳƳ Ǝǳƴ ŀƴŘ мс ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦ  Iƛǎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ  ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎΦ 

L ƪƴƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ CƭƻȅŘΩǎ ǎǘƻπ
ǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ōȅ 
Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ aŜǎǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦǳƴŎπ
ǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
CƭƻȅŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
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A Message from the CO  

[/ƻƭ aƛƪŜ hǿŜƴǎ 

¢ƘŜ DƭŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ  hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƭŜƴ ǎǘŀũ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ DƭŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ  
ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
ǘƻ ŎŀƭƎƘƛƎƘǊΦƎƭŜƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŜǊŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όŀōƻǾŜύ ƻǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ th .ƻȄ пмл /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΣ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ 
!. ¢нt оWмΦ  tǊƛƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ  tƘƻǘƻǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ 

Laying a wreath of Remembrance at Vimy Ridge, with the new 

generation of Calgary Highlanders war veterans in 2010.  

ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛǝȊŜƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀǎ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ CƭƻȅŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǘ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ 
ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƛǎΦ  hƴ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŬƴŜ ǎƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ. 

hƴ нп hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DƭŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ  ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ CƭƻȅŘ wƻǳǊƪŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ CƭƻȅŘΩǎ 5/a Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎŀƭƎŀǊȅƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΦŎƻƳκнлммκǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴǎнлммΦƘǘƳ 

 - ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 



During Remembrance Week, we pause to honour those Canadians who have served our country 

from the South African War to the present day conflict in Afghanistan.  

For Calgary Highlanders, it is a particularly poignant time as we reflect that the battle honours on 

our colours were awarded at a terrible cost ; from the Unitôs arrival in France in early July 1944 to 

the end of the war we suffered a greater number of casualties (killed and wounded) than any other 

infantry battalion in the Canadian army in northwest Europeð403 killed in action and 1354 

wounded. 

The 10th Battalion, which entered the front lines in late February 1915 and fought until the guns 

were finally silenced on November 11, 1918 paid an even greater price - 1309 killed in action and 

2942 wounded. 

We also remember that although we havenôt fought as a battalion since the Second World War, 

Calgary Highlanders have served from Bosnia to Afghanistan.  We give thanks that despite injuries 

to soul and body, none were killed, though not from lack of effort on the part of our enemies.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them. 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм                                      о 

 

Remembrance Week 
5ñ11 November 2011 

The Canadian cemetery at Bergen-op-Zoom in Holland where 968 Canadians who fell in the battles 

for the Scheldt are buried.  

 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ũŀƛǊǎ 



Having landed at Plymouth, England on 14 Oc-
tober, 1914, the bulk of the First Canadian 

Contingent (soon destined to become the 1st 
Canadian Division) was sent to Aldershot, on 
Englandôs Salisbury Plain, to train for the next 

four months. The 10 th Battalionôs embarkation 
to the continent ï at St. Nazaire, France - 
would finally take place on 15 February, 1915. 

The ñFighting Tenthò was one of four Battal-
ions that made up the Second Canadian Infan-

try Brigade, with Calgaryôs 10th Battalion serv-
ing alongside the 5th, 7th and 8th Battalions. 
From 17 February to 2 March, each of the 

three infantry Brigades ï and each accompa-
nied by a Brigade of Field Artillery as well as 
signals, engineer, medical and service corps 

units ï were attached for one week to one of 
two British Divisions holding the front line in 
the Armentieres sector.  While the 1st and 3rd 

Canadian Brigades went into the line with the 
6th British Division (on the right), the 2 nd Bri-
gade C.E.F. ï under Brigadier-General Arthur 

Currie - moved into a front -line position with 
the 4th British Division, on the divisional left.  

During this intensive week, the Canadians 

were immersed in learning the vagaries of 
trench warfare from their British brethren, one 
on one.  

With British high command fully satisfied with 
the progress of the Canadian troops, the Cana-

dian Division ï beneath the overall command 
of General Alderson - received orders to move 
and take over some 3 and ½ miles of the Brit -

ish First Army front line at Fleurbaix (over five 
kilometers to the SW of Armentieres) on 28 
February, thus completely relieving the 7 th Brit-

.ȅ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭ YƴƛƎƘǘ 

ish Division by the morning of 3 March.  

In the impending attack to be launched 

against Neuve Chapelle on 10 March, the role 
of the Canadian First Division was proposed 
to be defensive, while securing the far left 

wing of Lieutenant-General Sir H.S. 
Rawlinsonôs 4th Corps. It was here that the 
ñFighting Tenthò would endure its first week 

of ñtrench wastageò in the week leading up to 
the British attack, as men were slowly picked 

off by German sniper fire and shell-burst. 

It was in this week that General Alderson set 
the template for future Canadian operations: 
aggressive patrols, constant vigilance against 

below-ground enemy saps and deadly-
accurate sniping, all the while instilling in his 

troops a high degree of initiative to be taken 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм                                      п 

 

The 10th Battalion C.E.F. and the  
Battle of Neuve Chapelle, 10 -12 March, 1915 

The battle of Neuve Chapelle was the Fighting Tenthôs first.  Unfortunately, although a tactical success, it 

accomplished little of strategic value. 

 

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 



in the field.  

Opposite the centre of the First Armyôs front, 

the village of Neuve Chapelle lay some 900 
yards south; at 0730 hours on the morning of 
10 March, a thirty -five minute initial bombard-

ment from British and Canadian artillery en-
sued, after which General Sir Douglas Haig 
sent four Divisions of the 4 th British Corps and 

the Indian Corps to attack the town and 
sweep through beyond to Aubers Ridge in a 

proposed 3000-yard dash.  

As British and Indian troops went ñover the 
bags,ò Canadian riflemen and machine gun-

ners provided covering fire, which carried on 
throughout the dayéand subsequently for the 
following two days.  

The enemy was taken completely by surprise, 
a ¾ mile hole torn through his front and sup -
port lines. By 0900 the assault force had 

cleared Neuve Chapelle and carried on to a 
pre-determined line just beyond the town, in 
the face of almost no resistance. The fighting 

units then halted to await further orders from 
both Corps HQ. No-one had anticipated such 
resounding success, but there was left no ef-

fective way, without follow -up orders, for the 
troops at the sharp end to  carry on.   

In the following communication vacuum, or-
ders took almost one hour to be sent from 

the front to HQ, and another hour from HQ 
back to the front; the two Corps did not re-
sume their advance until 1730 hours. The en-

emy was thus allowed five hours to regroup 
and bring up reinforcements, positioning nu-
merous machine gun batteries at key posi-

tions along the newly-formed salient. 

The British attack ground to a halt that night 

in the face of stiffened opposition and in-
creased enemy artillery. 

 

 

During the following German counter-attack 

on 12 March, 20 German Division counter-
attacked in a brave but futile attempt to re-
gain lost ground. Ensuing British attacks (the 

units involved acting on previously-
determined orders to carry on to a footing at 
Aubers) only led to greater losses, and the 

battle ended at 2230 hours that night with 
the British consolidating the gains of the pre-
vious forty-eight hours.  

Of the First Armyôs 12,900 casualties, 100 of 
these were Canadian troops killed, wounded 

or missing. The estimated German casualties 
were some 12,000 troops, including nearly 
1,700 prisoners taken by British and Indian 

forces. 

For the officers and men of the 10 th Battalion, 
the lessons imparted were clear: Neuve 

Chapelle was a resounding tactical success, 
but also an operational and strategic failure 
owing to a combination of communication 

failure and lack of initiative at the sharp end.  

Little more than a month later, the Canadian 
Division would be engaged in a desperate, 

life-and-death struggle at every leveléat 
Ypres, Belgium. 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм                                      р 

A learning experience 
for the Canadians 

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 

IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ 

ŀǘ CƭŜǳǊōŀƛȄ 



м bƻǾ мфппΦ  tǘŜ ²Φ wΦ ±ŀƴ IƻǊƴŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

²ŀƭŎƘŜǊŜƴ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅΦ 

Wǳƭȅ мфул   /ŀǇǘ WƻƘƴ {ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

¦ƴƛǘΩǎ YƻǊŜŀƴ-ǿŀǊ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ŘŜǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŀ ƘŀƭŦΦ tƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ aǘΦ 

[ŀǳǊƛŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬƴŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ Řŀȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ 

ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

Řŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм                                      с 

    The Regiment in Photos  

Readers are encouraged to send in photos from all eras of the Unitôs history in order that the archive 

may be expanded. Digital images can be sent to calghighr.glen@gmail.com.  Prints should be mailed 

to The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association, PO Box 401, Calgary Central, Calgary AB, T2P 

2J1.  Prints will be scanned and returned upon request.  When sending photos, donôt forget to 

include information on who/what, when and where.  

   

The Regiment in Photos 


