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The Newsletter of  the Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association 

  The Glen  

This issue of the Glen is 

the first of the third vol-
ume since the switch to 
the newsletter format, 

and the first of the 2013 -
2014 Training Year. When we switched to the 

new format there was concern that there 
wouldn't be enough material to publish three 
times a year, but happily this has not proved 

to be the case, largely because of the articles 
submitted by serving soldiers (albeit some-
times with a bit of arm twisting by MWO Tuck-

er). Thanks to all of you who've taken the 
time and effort to write pieces for the Glen.  

This issue carries on this practice with a story 
by Sgt Paul Brandson describing his work with 

the Canadian Rangers (electronic version only) 
and a participant's view of the 2013 Nijmegen 
March by MCpl Sarah Parkinson. In addition 

Darrell Knight continues his series covering 
the 10th Bn during the First World War, in this 
case covering the relatively quiet period from 

September 1915 to February 1916. And, for 
those receiving the electronic version of the 
Glen, there's a summary of the program to 

upgrade the Army's LAV-III fleet.  

The transition from summer's warmth to cool-
er fall weather is a reminder of two important 
dates for the Regiment: the 69th anniversary 

of the 31 October 1944 battle for the Walche-
ren Causeway and Remembrance Day. Wal-
cheren will be marked with a parade at Mewa-

ta Armoury on the evening of Wednesday 30 
October and an Officers' Mess Dinner on Fri-
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day 1 November. Remembrance Day will of 
course be observed on 11 November, which 

falls on a Monday this year. The Regiment will 
parade at the cenotaph located in Central Me-
morial Park where wreaths will be laid on be-

half of serving and former soldiers.  

On a less sombre note, you should mark your 
calendars for two important social occasions : 
the WOs and Sgts Mess will hold their Robbie 

Burns Dinner on 31 January, and the Grand 
Highland Ball which will take place at Calgary's 
Westin Hotel on Saturday 1 March. Additional 

information for both these events will be sent 
out in the future.  

Finally, when you turn the page, you'll notice 
that the Regiment has a new Commanding Of-

ficer. On Wednesday 11 September the Calgary 
Highlanders paraded one last time for LCol Mi-
chael Owens, CD as he turned over command 

to LCol Kyle Clapperton, CD. We thank LCol 
Owens for his service and extend best wishes 
to LCol Clapperton as he takes on this very de-

manding position. For more on this and other 
stories go to www.calgaryhighlanders.com, 
where Cpl Dorosh posts up-to-date-stories and 

information on the Regiment.  

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

 

±ƻƭǳƳŜ о LǎǎǳŜ м                                                                                 Cŀƭƭ  нлмо        

aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳ н 

wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ²ŜŜƪ о 

¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƛƎƘǝƴƎ  млǘƘέ р 

wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ IƻŎƪŜȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ у 

¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ф 

wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ tƘƻǘƻǎ мм 

aȅ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƛƧƳŜƎŀƴ aŀǊŎƘ мр 

[!± LLL ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜ му 

wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ нн 

  

http://www.calgaryhighlanders.com


 

 

On Wednesday, 11 September 2013, I was 

honoured to take command of The Calgary 
Highlanders from the out -going Commanding 
Officer and my close personal friend, LCol 

Mike Owens. While I am extremely proud of 
this opportunity, I am also very humbled by 
the trust the Canadian Armed Forces has 

placed in me, but more importantly, the trust 
that all of you, the Regimental Family, have 

placed in me. The Calgary Highlanders is a 
truly excellent organization, reflecting the best 
Canada has to offer and as your new com-

mand team, RSM Besse and I vow to continue 
to uphold the strong traditions and fighting 
spirit that make The Calgary Highlanders such 

an outstanding infantry regiment.  

RSM Besse and I would like to thank LCol Ow-
ens for his vision, dedication and commitment 

to the Regiment. Under his leadership the 
Regiment has established itself as the ñgo toò 
unit in 41 Canadian Brigade Group, most re-

A Message from the CO  

¢ƘŜ DƭŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ  hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƭŜƴ ǎǘŀũ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘπ
ŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ DƭŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ  ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƻ 
ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƎƘƛƎƘǊΦƎƭŜƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŜǊŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όŀōƻǾŜύ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ 
IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ aŜǿŀǘŀ !ǊƳƻǳǊȅΣ улм-ммǘƘ {ǘ {²Σ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ !.Σ  ¢нt н/пΦ  tǊƛƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜπ
ǉǳŜǎǘΦ  tƘƻǘƻǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ 

[ŜǧŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ 

cently affirmed with the stand up of the Terri-
torial Battle Group and our domestic deploy-

ment on OP LENTUS, commanded by LCol Ow-
ens,  in support of the June 2013 flood relief in 
Calgary. We were extremely proud of the tre-

mendous send off the Regiment gave LCol Ow-
ens on the Change of Command Parade and 
we wish him all the best in his continued mili-

tary career. Once a Highlander, always a High-
lander! 

This coming training year will continue to test 
the Regiment as we regenerate and refocus for 
the challenges that lie ahead. We must have a 

true readiness capability, ready for both the 
next conflict and deployment on the "home 
game"; this will require an increase in the 

Unit's effective strength and continued individ-
ual career progression. Therefore, we must 
capitalize on our combat experience gained in 

Afghanistan and cannot lose focus on the core 
competencies of the infantry, ñShoot, Move 
and Communicateò. We must strengthen the 

cohesion within our regimental family and in 
doing so we look forward to celebrating the 
Glorious Memory of 22 April 1915 with the cen-

tennial events and battlefield tour in April 
2015. 

We are Calgaryôs infantry regiment. Take pride 

in the fact that the Regiment has loyally an-
swered the call with honour and professional-

ism for over a century and we will continue to 
do so. If not us, then who?  
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A Message From the Command Team  
LCol Kyle Clapperton and CWO Bob Besse  



 

 

On 3 May 1915 Canadian Army surgeon LCol. John McCrae wrote what was to become one of the 

most famous poems of the Great War after presiding over the funeral of his friend Alexis Helmer, 

one of over 6,000 Canadian casualties during the Second Battle Ypres.  First published on 8 Decem-

ber 1915, In Flanders Fields led to the wearing of red poppies as an act of remembrance after the 

war. 

                                         

 

Remembrance Week 
5-11 November 2013 

¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ WǳƭƛŜƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфноΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ 
Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ aŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜŬŜƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ муΣллл /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ [ŜƊ ǿƛǘƘǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ Dŀǎ !ǧŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ 
ннƴŘ-нпǘƘ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ мфмрΦ  нΣллл CŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛŜ .ǳǊƛŜŘ bŜŀǊōȅΦΩ 
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In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly  

Scarce heard among the guns below. 

 

We are the dead.  Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie  

In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe:  

To you from failing hands, we throw  

The torch; be yours to hold it high.  

If ye break faith with us who die  

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  

In Flanders fields. 

During Remembrance Week we pause to honour those Canadians who have served our country 

from the South African War to the present day conflict in Afghanistan.  



 

 

5ŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ŘǳŜ ом hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмо 

{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŬǊƳ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ 
ŜǘŎΦΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƻŦ Ϸнрл ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ом hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмоΦ ! ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ϸнрл ŜǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ όо ƳƻƴǘƘǎύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ōȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ нлмрΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ǊŜŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ мс hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмо 

!ƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ aŜǿŀǘŀ !ǊƳƻǳǊȅ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ ŀǘ муллƘǊǎ ƻƴ мс hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмо ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦŎŀƭƎŀǊȅƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀƧƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ .ƻȅƭŜ ŀǘ 
нлмрϪǇŜǘŜǊōƻȅƭŜΦŎŀ ƻǊ плоΦптлΦтлфм 
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Battlefield Pilgrimage  
2015 

http://www.calgaryhighlanders.com


 

 

While political storm 
clouds gathered far 

from the fighting 
front over the 
controversial 

elevation of Garnet 
Hughes ï Sir Sam 
Hughesô son - to 

command the 1st 
Brigade1, the 10th 

Battalion returned to 
the front on 19 
September. Five 

days later, on Friday, 
24 September, the 
Battalion was 

relieved after having 
endured non-stop, 
withering enemy 

shell-fire. The 
relatively small 
butcherôs bill ï only 

eight casualties, one 
fatal ï was 
attributed largely to 

the implementation 
of 

 .ȅ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭ YƴƛƎƘǘ 

deeply dug, narrow 
safety trenches 

situated directly 
behind the front line 
trench, in which the 

men were able to 
take refuge during 
the intense 

bombardment.  

 It was during this 

tour that the 
Battalion received 
forty-three well-

trained 
reinforcements, 
including the return 

of Captain Costigan 
of Festubert fame. 

For the five days 

following its relief, 
the Fighting Tenth 
rested, while 

detailing men on 
myriad details and 
work parties, before 
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The Trials of the òFighting Tenthó 
September 1915ñFebruary 1916 

The 10th was not involved in any major battles during this period but trench warfare, even during times of 
relative quiet, resulted in a steady stream of casualties from artillery and sniper fire.  Feb 1916 also saw the 
10th carry out its first trench raid.  

                                                                                                                        ²ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ                     
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŎƻŀƭ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ōȅ IΦ WΦ aƻǿŀǘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƳƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ƻƴ ŀ ǊŀƛŘΦ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘ ōŀƎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŜȄƛǝƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘΦ wŀƛŘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀǧŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊǝƭƭŜǊȅΣ ƳƻǊǘŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƎǳƴǎΦ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ 
ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƛǊŜΣ ŎǊƻǎǎ bƻ aŀƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǎƭƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ǿƛǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǧŀŎƪΦ 

 м {ƻƳŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ мǎǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ DŜƴ /ǳǊǊƛŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ DŀǊƴŜǘ IǳƎƘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ aŀƧƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΦ [/ƻƭ wŀǧǊŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ млǘƘΩǎ /hΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ CǊŜŜ tǊŜǎǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ Ψŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ƛƳōŜŎƛƭƛǘȅΩΦ 



 

 

returning to the front on 29 September.  By 
the third day of this tour the Battalion had lost 

six men killed and fourteen wounded, while 
enduring an intensive enemy bombardment 
each night.  

On 4 October, the 10th Battalion was sent 
back to Brigade reserve, although the men 
continued to be employed on round-the-clock 

work parties during this period of ñrest.ò 

The Fighting Tenth began its next tour of the 

front on Saturday evening, 9 October. Settling 
into trench routine, Captain Critchley and 
Lieutenant Chutter demonstrated exceptional 

daring, venturing to 
within thirty yards of the 
German front line to 

bring back samples of 
enemy wire and staking. 
It was also during this 

time that the Battalion 
participated in a ñtest of 
enemy reactionò 

conducted along the 
entire front held by 
Second Army on the 

afternoon of the 13th. 
Firing smoke bombs in unison with flanking 
units prompted an immediate and intense 

response of artillery, machine gun and rifle 
fire, resulting in six casualties to the 10th 

Battalion alone. 

The 10th was relieved the following night and 
moved into Divisional reserve. 

On the 16th ï after forty -eight hours of badly-
needed rest - the battalion began intensive 
training, with a focus on trench assault. By the 

19th, the Unit was back in the front line. Five 
days later, after nine casualties had been 
sustained, including the loss of the 

exceptionally-popular Lieutenant Seccombe, 
the 10th moved to Second Brigade reserve on 
the 24th. Here three officers and fifty ORs 

were selected to represent the Unit during 
King George V's inspection of the Canadian 
Corps on the 27th. 

When the Battalion returned to the trenches 
on the 29th, however, the fine, fair -weather 

autumn had yielded to heavy rain which 
turned the battlefield into a quagmire. The 
winter of 1915 -1916 was a grim four months 

of sustained misery, with each tour in the 
front line a renewed experience of being 
continuously  sodden through and through. 

Incidents of trenchfoot  òrose to epidemic 
proportionò in the BEF , prompting General 

Currie to hold a meeting with his twelve 
fighting Battalion commanders (including the 
10th Battalionôs Colonel Rattray) where he 

demanded that they 
come to grips with what 
he viewed as ñself-

inflictedò injuries. The 
result was that the 
Canadian battalions 

nearly eradicated 
trenchfoot, the key to 
success being liberal 

changes of dry socks 
and copious applications 
of whale-oil to the 

menôs feet.  

By the time the 10th began its tour on 8 
November, conditions in the trenches were 

such that the Canadians ï as well as their 
enemy ï were largely occupied with making 

their trenches at least barely habitable 
beneath a cold, steady rain.  

When the 10th was relieved by the 7th (BC) 

Battalion on 13 November, Captain Costigan 
remained at the front to participate in a large, 
well-planned trench raid involving the 5th and 

7th Battalions. Costigan would later be 
recommended for the VC for his part in this 
twenty-minute action, where thirty -five enemy 

were killed and ten taken prisoner at the cost 
of only two casualties (one fatal) to the 
raiding force. Costigan was subsequently 

awarded the DSO. 

On 18 November, the 10th Battalion once 
again relieved the 7th Battalion in the front 

line; relief came five days later on the 23rd.  
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The winter of 1915-1916 
was a grim four months of 
sustained misery, with 
each tour in the front line 
a renewed experience of 
being continuously 
sodden... 



 

 

On 24 November, the Fighting Tenth went 
into Corps reserve and two weeks of intensive 

training. When they returned to the front on 
the 16th, a longer frontage to hold and an 

additional day in the line in continuing wet 
weather had become the new standard. The 
Battalion came out of the line six days later 

but not to rest; there were work -parties of 
fifty by day and two hundred fifty by night.  

Christmas Day came in name alone: work and 

wiring parties carried on, while reinforcements 
arrived to bolster depleted ranks. New Year's 
Eve was spent in the front line.  

However, despite the miserable conditions in 
the trenches,  the Fighting Tenth had been 
planning a raid on the enemyôs trenches for 

several weeks, though it was postponed 
several times as conditions intervened. On the 
5th of February, the planned fifty -man raiding 

party was finally deployed, moments after the 

enemyôs wire had been 
successfully cut at 0330 hours 

by an advance party led by Lt. 
Kent. The raid did not come 
off as planned, however, the 

men being discovered by an 
enemy force of almost equal 
numbers engaged in 

protecting an enemy work -
party.  

An all-out hand-to-hand battle 
ensued. The enemy protective 
force and work party were all 

but annihilated; eight German 
prisoners were taken in the 
aftermath of the melee, but 

none survived. Lieutenant Kent 
later wrote, "they were very 
much disinclined to move and 

had to be shot and 
bayoneted." 

A successful withdrawal was 

effected with the assistance of 
accurate, devastating shell-fire 
from the Canadian Field Artillery, 

a barrage that silenced almost all enemy fire 
in the locale. For a loss of four men killed and 
seventeen wounded, the raiding force made it 

back to the Battalionôs trenches by dawn, the 
action later deemed to be a partial but 

resounding success. 

The 10th Battalionôs aggressive action 
resulted in high praise from Generals Currie 

and Alderson, and the award of five Military 
Crosses, four Distinguished Conduct Medals 
and a clasp to the DCM (to Sergeant Milne, 

who also received four separate wounds 
during the raid). All recipients were granted a 
weekôs leave in London, to be decorated by 

the King. 

On Tuesday, 8 February, the Fighting Tenth 
was relieved from its front line positions, 

withdrawing after the hand -over for a well -
deserved rest.   
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                                                                                                                      /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ      
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ /ƻǊǇǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9Řǿƛƴ !ƭŘŜǊǎƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ 5/a 
Ǌƛōōƻƴ  ǘƻ [ŀƴŎŜ-/ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ CǊŀƴƪ /ƻȄ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ млǘƘΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǊŀƛŘΣ 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ п-р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфмсΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ /ƻȄ ƛǎ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ [ƻǳƛǎ ½ǳƛŘŜƳŀΣ 
ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5/a ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǝƻƴΦ 
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I moved to Victoria in 2012 to take a contract 
with the Canadian Rangers.  It was a little 

scary leaving Calgary after seven years with 
the Calgary Highlanders, especially since I 
didnôt know much about what the Rangers are 

or what they do.  However, they've kept me 
busier than Iôve ever been in the military and 
Iôve had the time of my life.  Most of my job 

revolves around supporting training for the 
Rangers both here in Victoria and out in the 

communities. 
Last March we conducted  a multi-patrol 
exercise in Tumbler Ridge, right in the heart 

of the Rocky Mountains.  The snow was very 

.ȅ {ƎǘΦ tΦ .ǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ 

deep and a lot of the sleds got stuck; only 
the powerful mountain sleds could get into a 

lot of the areas we were working in, and we 
had a great time getting there.  Once we got 
out into the mountains we did some excellent 

avalanche rescue training and some really 
good winter survival training as well.  
The survival training was primarily 

preparation which led into the wilderness 
survival course.   

Every year the Rangers run a week long 
survival course for reg force and reserve 
soldiers to teach the basics of surviving in the 

bush; this year we took them out onto the 
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Training with  
The Canadian Rangers 

{Ǝǘ t .ǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ 
wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΤ ŜŀŎƘ wŀƴƎŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  

The Canadian Rangers, formally established in 1947, are a subcomponent of the Army Reserve.  Their 
primary role is to conduct sovereignty patrols in Canada's sparsely settled northern, coastal, and isolated 
areas.  Rangers also conduct inspections of the North Warning System sites and act a guides, scouts, and 
subject matter experts in disciplines such as wilderness survival when other Army units are in their area of 
operation. 



 

 

east beach near 
Masset* to give 

them a wetter 
experience than 
the usual winter 

survival.  They 
spent the first 
two days of the 

course learning 
shelter building 

and trying to 
start fires with 
wet wood, as 

well as how to 
set snares and 
skin animals.  

After that we sent 
them out in pairs 

to survive on the beach for three nights.  The 

first night was the worst by far, with wind 
gusts well over 100 km/hr and rain which 
turned to sleet and hail as the temperature 

dropped throughout the night, which lasted 
close to 16 hours in our northern location.  
The storm had all but broken by morning and 

almost everyone lasted it out.  By the end of 
the exercise some of the troops were set up 

better than the staff, with stoves built and 
shelters that were better protection than most 

tents! 
This fall Iôm getting ready to go back out to 
Haida Gwaii for a search and rescue exercise.  

The scenario will be lost boaters following a 
storm.  Weôll be deploying out to the west 
coast of the island where some of our Rangers 

are going to be conducting a search on land, 
while another group will be up in a float plane 

so that they can recertify with the Provincial 
Emergency Preparedness group as spotters 
for air search and rescue. 

Working with the Canadian Rangers has been 
an absolutely wild ride, providing me the 
opportunity to see some amazing country, 

learn more about riding ATVôs and 
snowmobiles than I thought possible, as well 
as becoming certified as a first aid instructor.  

Theyôve kept me busy and itôs a lot of work 
but every exercise I go on makes it all 
worthwhile.  

 

*Masset is a village in Haida Gwaii (formerly the Queen 
Charlotte Islands) in BC.  It is located on the northern 
coast of Graham Island, the largest island in the 
archipelago, a short distance south of the Alaska 
panhandle. 
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ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦƎŎΦŎŀ 
wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǧƭŜŘ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀϥǎ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  

ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦƎŎΦŎŀ 
aŀƴȅ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΦ 



 

 

CŜō мфпр 

aŀƧ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǘƻǧΣ h/ 5 /ƻȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛŜƎŦǊƛŜŘ [ƛƴŜΣ 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ 
Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпр ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ  IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ 
ōǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛŜƎŦǊƛŜŘ [ƛƴŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 
±ŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƻũŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ wƘƛƴŜ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŀǊǝƭƭŜǊȅ 
ǎƘƻƻǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅ 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ ²²LLΥ мΣрлл .ǊƛǝǎƘ ŀƴŘ 
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƎǳƴǎΣ ƳƻǊǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
ŬǊŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рллΣллл ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ моΣллл 
ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 

IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ŀ IŀǿƪŜǊ ¢ȅǇƘƻƻƴ ŬƎƘǘŜǊ-
ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢ȅǇƘƻƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ w/!C ŀƴŘ w!C ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ н ¢ŀŎǝŎŀƭ !ƛǊ 
CƻǊŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ !ǊƳȅ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ  
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ п · нлƳƳ Ŏŀƴƴƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ у Ȅ wtо ǳƴƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŀƛǊ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎΦ 
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    The Regiment in Photos  

Readers are encouraged to send in photos from all eras of the Unitôs history in order that the archive 

may be expanded. Digital images can be sent to calghighr.glen@gmail.com.  Prints should be mailed 

to The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association, Mewata Armoury, 801-11th St SW, Calgary, AB, 

T2P 2C4.  Prints will be scanned and returned upon request.  When sending photos, donôt forget to 

include information on who/what, when and where.  

   

The Regiment in Photos 

WŀŎƪ WƻƘƴ {ƛƎŜǊǎƻƴ 

                              WŀŎƪ WƻƘƴ {ƛƎŜǊǎƻƴ        


