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Denis A. Mascardelli

This issue of the Glen is
the first of the third vol-

ume since the switch to
the newsletter format,

and the first of the 2013 -
2014 Training Year. When we switched to the
new format there was concern that there
wouldn't be enough material to publish three
times a year, but happily this has not proved
to be the case, largely because of the articles
submitted by serving soldiers (albeit some-
times with a bit of arm twisting by MWO Tuck-

er). Thanks to all of you who've taken the

time and effort to write pieces for the Glen.

This issue carries on this practice with a story
by Sgt Paul Brandson describing his work with
the Canadian Rangers (electronic version only)
and a participant's view of the 2013 Nijmegen

March by MCpl Sarah Parkinson. In addition
Darrell Knight continues his series covering
the 10th Bn during the First World War, in this

case covering the relatively quiet period from

September 1915 to February 1916. And, for
those receiving the electronic version of the
Glen, there's a summary of the program to

upgrade the Army's LAV-11I fleet.

The transition from summer's warmth to cool-
er fall weather is a reminder of two important
dates for the Regiment: the 69th anniversary
of the 31 October 1944 battle for the Walche-
ren Causeway and Remembrance Day. Wal-
cheren will be marked with a parade at Mewa-
ta Armoury on the evening of Wednesday 30
October and an Officers' Mess Dinner on Fri-

33 a1l

I\Bve\“;b . Remembrance Day will of
[o=) (%s ved on 11 November, which
falls on a Monday this year. The Regiment will
parade at the cenotaph located in Central Me-
morial Park where wreaths will be laid on be-
half of serving and former soldiers.

On a less sombre note, you should mark your
calendars for two important social occasions :
the WOs and Sgts Mess will hold their Robbie
Burns Dinner on 31 January, and the Grand
Highland Ball which will take place at Calgary's
Westin Hotel on Saturday 1 March. Additional
information for both these events will be sent
out in the future.

Finally, when you turn the page, you'll notice

that the Regiment has a new Commanding Of-

ficer. On Wednesday 11 September the Calgary
Highlanders paraded one last time for LCol Mi-
chael Owens, CD as he turned over command
to LCol Kyle Clapperton, CD. We thank LCol
Owens for his service and extend best wishes
to LCol Clapperton as he takes on this very de-
manding position. For more on this and other

stories go to www.calgaryhighlanders.com,

where Cpl Dorosh posts up-to-date-stories and
information on the Regiment.
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http://www.calgaryhighlanders.com

A Message From the Command Team
LCol Kyle Clapperton and CWO Bob Besse

On Wednesday, 11 September 2013, | was
honoured to take command of The Calgary
Highlanders from the out-going Commanding
Officer and my close personal friend, LCol
Mike Owens. While | am extremely proud of
this opportunity, | am also very humbled by
the trust the Canadian Armed Forces has
placed in me, but more importantly, the trust
that all of you, the Regimental Family, have
placed in me. The Calgary Highlanders is a
truly excellent organization, reflecting the best
Canada has to offer and as your new com-
mand team, RSM Besse and | vow to continue
to uphold the strong traditions and fighting
spirit that make The Calgary Highlanders such
an outstanding infantry regiment.

RSM Besse and | would like to thank LCol Ow-
ens for his vision, dedication and commitment
to the Regiment. Under his leadership the
Regi ment has
unit in 41 Canadian Brigade Group, most re-

cently affirmed with the stand up of the Terri-
torial Battle Group and our domestic deploy-

ment on OP LENTUS, commanded by LCol Ow-

ens, in support of the June 2013 flood relief in
Calgary. We were extremely proud of the tre-
mendous send off the Regiment gave LCol Ow-
ens on the Change of Command Parade and
we wish him all the best in his continued mili-
tary career. Once a Highlander, always a High-
lander!

This coming training year will continue to test
the Regiment as we regenerate and refocus for
the challenges that lie ahead. We must have a
true readiness capability, ready for both the
next conflict and deployment on the "home
game"; this will require an increase in the
Unit's effective strength and continued individ-
ual career progression. Therefore, we must
capitalize on our combat experience gained in
Afghanistan and cannot lose focus on the core
competencies of the i
and Communicateo. We
cohesion within our regimental family and in
doing so we look forward to celebrating the
Glorious Memory of 22 April 1915 with the cen-
tennial events and battlefield tour in April

2015.

We are Calgaryods infa
in the fact that the Regiment has loyally an-
swered the call with honour and professional-

do so. If not us, then who?
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Remembrance Week
5-11 November 2013

On 3 May 1915 Canadian Army surgeon LCol. John McCrae wrote what was to become one of the
most famous poems of the Great War after presiding over the funeral of his friend Alexis Helmer,
one of over 6,000 Canadian casualties during the Second Battle Ypres. First published on 8 Decem-
ber 1915, /n Flanders Fieldsled to the wearing of red poppies as an act of remembrance after the
war.

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard among the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands, we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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During Remembrance Week we pause to honour those Canadians who have served our country
from the South African War to the present day conflict in Afghanistan.
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Battlefield Pilgrimage
2015

_
- Travel dates
> (unconfirmex)
B 17 Apr 2015
jalblis | o

3 May 2015

Belgium
-St. Julien;
-Ypres area.

APRIL 2015 Holtand
100™ ANNIVERSARY OF o]
THE i
BATTLE OF ST JULIEN London, England
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The Trials of the OF
September 19151 February 1916
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The 10th was not involved in any major battles during this period but trench warfare, even during times of
relative quiet, resulted in a steady stream of casualties from artiflery and sniper fire. Feb 1916 also saw the
10th carry out its first trench raid.

deeply dug, narrow
safety trenches
situated directly
behind the front line
trench, in which the
men were able to
take refuge during
the intense
bombardment.

While political storm
clouds gathered far
from the fighting
front over the
controversial
elevation of Garnet
Hughesi Sir Sam
Hughes-Go son
command the 1st
Brigade', the 10th
Battalion returned to
the front on 19
September. Five
days later, on Friday,
24 September, the
Battalion was
relieved after having
endured non-stop,
withering enemy
shell-fire. The
relatively small

but cheidnly b
eight casualties, one
fatal 1 was
attributed largely to
the implementation
of

It was during this
tour that the
Battalion received
forty -three well-
trained
reinforcements,
including the return
of Captain Costigan
of Festubert fame.

For the five days
following its relief,
the Fighting Tenth
rested, while
detailing men on
myriad details and
work parties, before
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returning to the front on 29 September. By When the Battalion returned to the trenches

the third day of this tour the Battalion had lost on the 29th, however, the fine, fair -weather
six men killed and fourteen wounded, while autumn had yielded to heavy rain which
enduring an intensive enemy bombardment turned the battlefield into a quagmire. The
each night. winter of 1915-1916 was a grim four months

of sustained misery, with each tour in the

front line a renewed experience of being
continuously sodden through and through.

| nc. dent S of~ t renchf oot

On 4 October, the 10th Battalion was sent
back to Brigade reserve, although the men
continued to be employed on round -the-clock

wor k parties during thlsIO peporotdi oonf(‘) rnes,[th BEF
The Fighting Tenth began its next tour of the Currie to hold a meeting with his twelve

front on Saturday evening, 9 October. Settling fighting Battalion commanders (including the

into trench routine, Captain Critchley and 10th Battalionds Col onel
Lieutenant Chutter demonstrated exceptional demanded that they

daring, venturing to come to grips with what

within thirty yards ofthe ~ The winter of 1915-1916 he viewed as fis
German front line to

bring back samples of  Was a grim four months of ! nfl ot edo tnid

result was that the

enemy wire and staking.  gystained misery, with Canadian battalions

It was also during this nearly eradicated

time that the Battalion  €ACh tour in the front line o koot the key to
participated g p‘Qn@Wle"deé)(peﬂbnce of success being liberal

enemy reactiaon changes of dry socks

conducted along the belng COﬂtIﬂUOUSly and copious applications
entire front held by of whale-oil to the
Second Army on the SOdden"' menodos feet.

afternoon of the 13th.

Firing smoke bombs in unison with flanking
units prompted an immediate and intense
response of artillery, machine gun and rifle
fire, resulting in six casualties to the 10th
Battalion alone.

By the time the 10th began its tour on 8
November, conditions in the trenches were
such that the Canadiansi as well as their
enemy i were largely occupied with making
their trenches at least barely habitable
beneath a cold, steady rain.

When the 10th was relieved by the 7th (BC)
Battalion on 13 November, Captain Costigan

The 10th was relieved the following night and
moved into Divisional reserve.

On the 16th T after forty -eight hours of badly - remained at the front to participate in a large,
needed rest - the battalion began intensive well-planned trench raid involving the 5th and
training, with a focus on trench assault. By the 7th Battalions. Costigan would later be

19th, the Unit was back in the front line. Five recommended for the VC for his part in this
days later, after nine casualties had been twenty-minute action, where thirty -five enemy
sustained, including the loss of the were killed and ten taken prisoner at the cost
exceptionally-popular Lieutenant Seccombe, of only two casualties (one fatal) to the

the 10th moved to Second Brigade reserve on raiding force. Costigan was subsequently

the 24th. Here three officers and fifty ORs awarded the DSO.

were selected to represent the Unit during
King George V's inspection of the Canadian
Corps on the 27th.

On 18 November, the 10th Battalion once
again relieved the 7th Battalion in the front
line; relief came five days later on the 23rd.
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enemyb6és wire had |
successfully cut at 0330 hours
by an advance party led by Lt.
Kent. The raid did not come
off as planned, however, the
men being discovered by an
enemy force of almost equal
numbers engaged in
protecting an enemy work -
party.

An all-out hand-to-hand battle
ensued. The enemy protective
force and work party were all
but annihilated; eight German
prisoners were taken in the
aftermath of the melee, but
none survived. Lieutenant Kent
later wrote, "they were very
much disinclined to move and
had to be shot and
bayoneted.”
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On 24 November, the Fighting Tenth went a barrage that silenced almost all enemy fire
into Corps reserve and two weeks of intensive in the locale. For a loss of four men killed and
training. When they returned to the front on seventeen wounded, the raiding force made it
the 16th, a longer frontage to hold and an back to the Battalionods
additional day in the line in continuing wet action later deemed to be a partial but
weather had become the new standard. The resounding success.
Battalion came out of the line six days later The 10th Battalionds agg
but not to rest; there were work -parties of resulted in high praise from Generals Currie
fifty by day and two hundred fifty by night. and Alderson, and the award of five Military
Christmas Day came in name alone: work and Crosses, four Distinguished Conduct Medals
wiring parties carried on, while reinforcements and a clasp to the DCM (to Sergeant Milne,
arrived to bolster depleted ranks. New Year's who also received four separate wounds
Eve was spent in the front line. during the raid). All recipients were granted a

. . . . weekds |l eave in London,
However, despite the miserable conditions in the King.

the trenches, the Fighting Tenth had been o
planning a raid on the e@®nelhgpds 8 kebruaty,dhg EBighting Ttepth

several WeekS’ though it was postponed was relieved from its front line pOSitionS,
several times as conditions intervened. On the withdrawing after the hand -over for a well -
5th of February, the planned fifty -man raiding deserved rest. ¥

party was finally deployed, moments after the
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Calgary Garrison Hockey League
20132014 Schedule

b

Date Time Home Team """ Away Team - 4 Arena
1 Mon  23-Sep-13 9:00 PM CalHigh MP FCA - Blue Arena
Regular Season m3 Caall
2 Thu 3-Oct-13 7:45 PM MP CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
3 Thu 10-Oct-13 7:45 PM CalHigh Huskies FCA - Blue Arena
4 Mon 14-Oct-13 9:00 PM Vets CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
5 Thu 24-Oct-13 7:45 PM CalHigh Tecumseh FCA - Blue Arena
6 Thu 31-Oct-13 7:45 PM KOCR CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
7 Tue 5-Nov-13 9:00 PM ASU CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
8 Thu 7-Nov-13 8:15 PM CalHigh MP FCA - Blue Arena
8 Thu 14-Nov-13 8:15 PM Huskies CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
10 Thu 21-Nov-13 7:45 PM CalHigh Vets FCA - Blue Arena
11 Thu 28-Nov-13 9:15 PM Tecumseh CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
12 Mon 9-Dec-13 9:00 PM CalHigh KOCR FCA - Blue Arena
13 Thu 12-Dec-13 215 PM CalHigh ASU FCA - Elue Arena
14 Mon B-Jan-14 9:00 PM MP CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
15 Mon 13-Jan-14 9:00 PM CalHigh Huskies FCA - Blue Arena
16 Thu 16-Jan-14 915PM  Vets CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
17 Mon 27-Jan-14 9:00 PM CalHigh Tecumseh FCA - Blue Arena
18 Tue 4-Feb-14 9:00 PM KOCR CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
19 Mon 10-Feb-14 9.00 PM ASU CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
20 Thu 13-Feb-14 745PM _ ASU CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
21 Thu 20-Feb-14 8:15 PM MP CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
22 Thu 27-Feb-14 8:15 PM CalHigh Tecumseh FCA - Blue Arena
23 Thu 6-Mar-14 7:45 PM CalHigh Vets FCA - Blue Arena
24 Thu 13-Mar-14 745 PM Huskies CalHigh FCA - Blue Arena
25 Mon 17-Mar-14 9:00 PM CalHigh KOCR FCA - Blue Arena
Thu 20-Mar-14 7:45 PM Semi-Final 1 (1st vs 4th) FCA - Blue Arena
Thu 20-Mar-14 9:15 PM Semi-Final 2 {2nd vs 3rd) FCA - Blue Arena
Mon.  24-Mar-14 .00 oM Championship Final {Semi-tinal Winners) FCA - Blue Arena
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Training with
The Canadian Rangers
& {Idd td . NrYyRazy

The Canadian Rangers, formally established in 1947, are a subcomponent of the Army Reserve. Their

primary role is to conauct sovereignty patrols in Canada's sparsely settled northern, coastal, and isolated

areas. Rangers also conauct inspections of the North Warning System sites and act a guides, scouts, and

subject matter experts in disciplines such as wilderness survival when other Army units are in their area of

operation.
- 3 \ 4 Y v P
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| moved to Victoria in 2012 to take a contract deep and a lot of the sleds got stuck; only
with the Canadian Rangers. It was a little the powerful mountain sleds could get into a
scary leaving Calgary after seven years with lot of the areas we were working in, and we
the Calgary Highlanders, especially since | had a great time getting there. Once we got
didndt know much about utgtb thd nioentaiRsave dicesorse excellent
or what they do. However, they've kept me avalanche rescue training and some really
busier than | 6ve ever b e@eodwiitensunvivaelraimng asiwellar y and
| 6ve had the time of my Theisdrnaval trainiippwag primafily my j ob
revolves around supporting training for the preparation which led into the wilderness
Rangers both here in Victoria and out in the survival course.
communities. Every year the Rangers run a week long
Last March we conducted a multi-patrol survival course for reg force and reserve
exercise in Tumbler Ridge, right in the heart soldiers to teach the basics of surviving in the
of the Rocky Mountains. The snow was very bush; this year we took them out onto the
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east beach near
Masset* to give
them a wetter
experience than
the usual winter
survival. They
spent the first
two days of the
course learning
shelter building
and trying to
start fires with
. wet wood, as
well as how to
set shares and

| F 2 NO s '8?'5
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them out in pairs
to survive on the beach for three nights. The
first night was the worst by far, with wind
gusts well over 100 km/hr and rain which
turned to sleet and hail as the temperature
dropped throughout the night, which lasted
close to 16 hours in our northern location.
The storm had all but broken by morning and
almost everyone lasted it out. By the end of
the exercise some of the troops were set up
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better than the staff, with stoves built and
shelters that were better protection than most
tents!

This fall |l &dm getting
Haida Gwaii for a search and rescue exercise.
The scenario will be lost boaters following a
stor m. We 6| | be
coast of the island where some of our Rangers
are going to be conducting a search on land,
while another group will be up in a float plane
so that they can recertify with the Provincial
Emergency Preparedness group as spotters
for air search and rescue.

Working with the Canadian Rangers has been
an absolutely wild ride, providing me the
opportunity to see some amazing country,

|l earn more about ridi
snowmobiles than | thought possible, as well
as becoming certified as a first aid instructor.
Theyodove kept me busy
but every exercise | go on makes it all
worthwhile. %

*Masset is a village in Haida Gwaii (formerly the Queen
Charlotte Islands) in BC. Itis located on the northern
coast of Graham Island, the largest island in the
archipelago, a short distance south of the Alaska
panhandle.
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The Regiment in Photos

Readers are encouraged to send i n photos from al
may be expanded. Digital images can be sent to calghighr.glen@gmail.com. Prints should be mailed

to The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association, Mewata Armoury, 80111th St SW, Calgary, AB,

T2P 2C4. Prints will be scanned and returned up
include information on who/what, when and where.
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