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Summer seems to be 
making its first hesitant 
appearances, marking 

the end of the garrison 
portion of the Unit's 

2013-2014 Training Year, and signalling that 
this will be the last issue of the Glen until the 
Fall. 

August 4 will mark the 100th anniversary of 
Canada's entry into the Great War. Surprising 
to relate, particularly with the advantage of 

hindsight, but this news was met with wide-
spread enthusiasm at the time. Many people - 
though certainly not all - believed that it would 

end in a glorious victory in the not -too-distant 
future. A few realized that the European na-
tions had willingly agreed to a mutual suicide 

pact, but none could have foreseen that Cana-
da, a nation of fewer than 8 million souls, 
would raise an Army Corps of shock troops. 

Nor could they have known that 430,000 Ca-
nadians would serve overseas, and that 
61,000 would be killed and 138,000 wounded 

in the four -year conflict. 

This issue of the Glen continues our series 

covering the 10 Battalion's exploits during that 
war, in this case The Battle of the Somme. 
This battle went on for four and a half months 

during the Summer and Fall of 1916 and pro-
duced a million casualties. It is too vast an 
event to be covered in a single story, so it will 

be broken into two parts. The first, in this is-
sue, will provide a high-level summary while 
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the second will focus on the 10th's participa-
tion. 

While on the topic of the Great War, Earl Morris 
has pointed out that The Atlantic magazine is 
producing a 10-part series of photographs from 

the war. They may be found at http://
www.theatlantic.com/static/infocus/wwi/  

In a similar vein, Norman Leach has let us 

know that the Royal Alberta United Services 
Institute (RAUSI) will hold a 'Maple Leaf Com-

memorative Dinner' to mark Canada's entry in-
to the war. It will be held on 5 August at Cal-
gary's Heritage Park; Col(Ret'd) The Honoura-

ble Donald Ethell, Lieutenant-Governor of Al-
berta, will be the guest of honour. For more 
information contact Janyn Bertram at 403 -265-

6628 or click here. 

The other major story in this issue of the Glen 
brings us forward 100 years to the recent past. 

In it a number of A Company soldiers recount 
this year's winter training exercises which cul-
minated on a frozen Slave Lake in March. 

Finally, let me take this opportunity to wish 
each of you the best during our fleeting sum-
mer. 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
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 Looking back on a 

very busy training 
year, the Regiment 
should be proud of 

its many accomplish-
ments. A Coy con-
ducted numerous 

training exercises 
that continue to chal-

lenge basic infantry soldier skills in platoon level 

training. This winter's focus was on Basic Winter 
Warfare training, which culminated with Ex High-
land Tundra in Yellowknife. In addition, numerous 

instructors served at Battle School, ensuring the 
successful training of new soldiers for the Regi-
ment, and we also sent a large number of High-
landers on courses to develop unique capabilities 

(WO Moreau can now run us through the Gas 
Hut!) and advance their career progression. Need-
less to say, the Calgary Highlanders are found set-

ting the highest standards of soldiering throughout 

41 CBG and the CAF. 

 On 9 May, Canada commemorated the CAFôs con-
tribution to Afghanistan with the National Day of 
Honour. Sgt ter Kuile and Cpl Clark proudly repre-

sented the Regiment at the ceremonies in Ottawa, 
while all Calgary Highlanders paused to reflect on 
the sacrifices made. Continuing our legacy of lead-

ership, the Regiment sent 126 soldiers to Afghani-
stan, more than any other Reserve unit in the CAF. 
That level of contribution has earned the Regiment 

its first battle honour since WWII and every Calga-
ry Highlander should be proud of this significant 
achievement. All of us can look forward to the ad-

dition of ñAFGHANISTANò to our Regimental Col-

ours. 

Several Soldier Wellness initiatives have recently 
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tƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŜǊŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όŀōƻǾŜύ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ 
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been implemented, including job transition and 

placement services through Prospect, an organiza-
tion that will assist Calgary Highlanders find em-
ployment in Calgary with employers who value Re-

serve service. Even more recently the Unit leader-
ship conducted the "Hill 70" professional develop-
ment training, focusing on mental health and devel-

opment of strategies to support soldier resiliency. 
You will notice advertisements in this Glen for both 
Prospect and Outward Bound Veterans, and I en-

courage all Highlanders to take advantage of these 

programs. 

Looking ahead, the 2014/15 training year will see 
the Regiment commemorate two significant mile-
stones in our history. First, the 70th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Walcheren Causeway will be celebrat-

ed with a Drumhead ceremony on Saturday, 1 No-
vember 2014. Second, the commemoration of the 
100th Anniversary of the Battle of St. Julien will 

include both the traditional events and a battlefield 
tour. Training will continue to develop the core in-
fantry capabilities of SHOOT, MOVE and COMMUNI-

CATE and focus on qualifying more junior leaders 
as Urban Operations Instructors, Complex Terrain 

Instructors and CBRN Instructors. 

The Regimental Family forms the foundation for 
our success and the excellent turnout at the Gath-

ering of the Clan BBQ on Sunday, 25 May, demon-
strated that the Family is strong. It was outstand-
ing to see over 150 members of the Regimental 

Family at TMM, enjoying the music and history of 
the Regiment, along with some ñhighlandò sports, 

and activities for families with children.  

Enjoy your summer, all the best to those heading 
on course or tasking and remember, we are Calga-

ryôs Infantry Regiment- If not us, then who?  

                         Airaghardt! 
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The French and British high commands had 

discussed a joint offensive against the Ger-
mans in northern France just northwest of the 
Somme River during late 1915. By early Febru-

ary 1916 the joint attack was agreed to and 
planning began in earnest, the British promis-
ing 25 divisions while the French were to com-
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mit twice that number. The offensive was to 

begin in early August and Sir Douglas Haig, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the British Expe-
ditionary Force, hoped for a decisive break-

through that would restore mobility to the 
battlefield. He viewed the August start date 
as of great importance since it would give 
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The Somme, 1916 

This summer and fall will mark the 98th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, a three and a half month struggle 
carried out over a few square miles that resulted in over a million casualties and scarred a generation. In this issue of 
the Glen we present an overview of the battle while the next will focus on the 10th Battalion's role in it. Those wanting 
a very high level overview can activate this link.  

http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/war-conflict/first-world-war/the-first-world-war-canada-remembers/battle-of-the-somme.html


 

 

their rapidly expanding Army sufficient time to 
prepare itself for what planners saw as the 

major battle of 1916 on the Western Front.  

It is said that no plan survives contact with 
the enemy and the Somme offensive was not 

an exception, for on 21 February the German 
Army launched a huge offensive against the 
French in the Verdun area, with the objective, 

according to German Army Chief of Staff Erich 
von Flakenhayn, to "bleed France white". The 

Battle of Verdun would rage until 20 Decem-
ber 1916 and result in perhaps 900,000 casu-
alties to both sides, but contrary to German 

expectations the French Army would hold, 

frustrating the enemy's attempt to knock 
France out of the war.  

The German attack at Verdun had an immedi-

ate effect on preparations for the Somme of-
fensive since the French were forced to with-
draw forces earmarked for it and instead de-

ploy them at Verdun, leaving only thirteen of 
their divisions for the offensive. Thus the 

Somme became a British-dominated opera-
tion. 

The French also demanded that the Somme 
timetable be moved up to relieve pressure on 
their armies at Verdun. When Haig expressed 

reservations the French commander, Gen. Jof-
fre, replied that the German offensive at Ver-
dun was so intense that if the original plans 

were held to, then by that point "The French 
Army would cease to exist".  

To compensate for the fact that many of their 
infantry weren't fully trained, the British 
planned an unprecedented artillery shoot in-

tended to crush the German defences with 1.7 
million shells de-
livered along a 

25 km front dur-
ing a week-long 
bombardment. 

Unfortunately, 
the enemy had 
anticipated a 

major Allied of-
fensive in the 
area and pre-

pared extremely 
well fortified de-
fences in depth.  

Moreover, there 
was a shortage 

of high explosive 
(HE) shells and 
the shrapnel 

shells fired in 
their place had 
little effect on 

the enemy's wire 
or well dug-in 

positions. The artillery was also plagued with 

a high proportion of 'duds'. Factories had ex-
panded artillery ammunition production to 
what would have seemed unimaginable levels 

before the war, but hadn't yet been able to 
mass-produce reliable fuses. 

At 0730 hrs on 1 July the artillery ceased fire 

and the British and French infantry advanced. 
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Although the week-long bombardment had 
killed or injured thousands of Germans and 

driven others mad, the majority had survived. 
The French made some hard-fought gains but 
for the British 1 July, 1916 is remembered as 

a national catastrophe, for as their infantry 
moved forward they were cut down by Ger-
man artillery and intense machine-gun fire. By 

day's end, the British Army had gained little 
but had taken almost 60,000 casualties in 

what is widely regarded as one of the great 
disasters in military history.  

Among the losses were the majority of the 1st 

Newfoundland Regiment, fighting as part of 
the British Army's 29th Division since New-
foundland wouldn't enter Confederation until 

1949. Of the 801 men who pushed forward 
towards Beaumont-Hamel that morning,  only 
68 would answer the roll the next day.  

But despite the calamity the British did not call 
off their attacks because as author Timothy 
Cook notes, the first day of the Somme was 

the 132nd day of the Battle of Verdun and the 

French Army remained in desperate need of 
support to relieve German pressure; conse-

quently the Battle of the Somme went on for 
another 141 days. 

By the end of August the British had succeed-

ed in capturing 8 square kms at the cost of 
another 100,000 casualties. In early Septem-
ber the Canadian Corps - minus the recently-

arrived 4th Division - was moved from Ypres 
in Belgium to the Somme battlefield and inte-

grated into the British Reserve Army (later 
renamed the British Fifth Army) in order to 
take part in a renewed push planned to begin 

on 15 September. Although the goal of the 
Somme offensive had initially been to achieve 
a decisive breakthrough of the German lines, 

by the arrival of the Canadians it had become 
clear that this couldn't be achieved. Instead 
the Somme had turned into a battle of attri-

tion with the goal to keep pounding away at 
the enemy until his will to fight was broken. 
Senior Allied Officers appear to have taken it 

for granted that the staggering casualties be-
ing inflicted on both sides could only destroy 
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the enemy's morale and not that of their own 
soldiers. 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd divisions of the Canadian 
Corps distinguished themselves at the Somme 
in some of the bloodiest fighting of the war, in 

battles that are now largely forgotten and re-
main only names on regimental colours: 
Courcelette, Thiepval, Ancre.  By mid-October 

these divisions had suffered almost 20,000 
casualties - 417 of these from the 10th - and 

were withdrawn from the battle. At about the 
same time the 4th Division moved in and re-
mained at the Somme until operations ended 

on 19 November, when Gen. Haig called off all 
further attacks because heavy rain had ren-
dered the battlefield impassable. Among the 

division's infantry battalions was the 50th, 
with its core recruited in Calgary and perpetu-
ated today by the King's Own Calgary Regi-

ment. 

The 4th Division's time at the Somme was as 
grim as any and by battle's end it had suf-

fered 4,311 casualties, bringing the Corp's 
total casualties at the Somme to 24,029, 
ninety per cent of whom were in the infantry 

battalions. 

At the end of the four -month offensive the 
hoped-for breakthrough hadn't been 

achieved. Nor had the objective to break the 
enemy's will to fight been met despite Gen. 

Haig's claim that German soldiers, "are now 
practically beaten men, ready to surrender if 
they could find opportunity". Instead a few 

square kms of ground had been taken at the 
cost of 432,000 casualties to British and Do-
minion forces, while the French, whose con-

tribution to the battle is often neglected, had 
suffered 204,000. German casualties are esti-
mated at about 500,000.  

Debate still continues as to who 'won' the Bat-
tle of the Somme, but to think of victory in 
any traditional sense in the face of the almost 

unbelievable carnage and misery that oc-
curred there seems misplaced. However, it 
would be a mistake to conclude that the 

Somme accomplished nothing.  It did relieve 
pressure on the French armies at Verdun and 

therefore served to help frustrate the German 
strategy of delivering a decisive knock-out 
blow to France. And although it has been 

pointed out that the German Army inflicted 
more casualties on the Allies at Verdun and 
Somme than it suffered, the German High 

Command was well aware that  a war of attri-
tion was just a slow road to defeat given the 

Allies' greater resources and the increasing 
effectiveness of the Royal Navy's blockade. 
Their search for some means to gain ad-

vantage in the West after the Somme and 
Verdun is believed to have led to the decision 
to implement unrestricted submarine warfare 

in early 1917. While this inflicted painful loss-
es, it failed to cut off the trans -Atlantic flow of 
essential material and instead brought the 

United States and its enormous resources into 
the war.  
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 ǿǿǿΦƳŀǎǝŎŀǎǇƘŀƭǘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǘ ¢ƘƛŜǇǾŀƭΣ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфонΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ŀǘ ǿŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƛŜǇǾŀƭ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ тнΣмфр ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ нл aŀǊŎƘ мфму ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƎǊŀǾŜΦ hǾŜǊ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŘƛŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфмсΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ !ƴƎƭƻ-
CǊŜƴŎƘ .ŀǧƭŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфмс ƻũŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ƭƛŜǎ 
ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ōŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǘ ±ƛƳȅΦ 
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Earl Hunter  

Earl passed away in Winnipeg on 2 January 2014, just one week shy of his 90th 

birthday. A long-time member of the Regimental Association, Earl enlisted in the Army 
during 1943 and served with the Calgary Highlanders in England, France, Holland and 
Belgium. He was later transferred to the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada 

and served with the occupation forces in Germany before returning home in 1946. Earl is 
survived by his wife, five children, seven grandchildren and nine great -grandchildren. 

 

Norman Salive  

Norman died on 4 February 2014 at the age of 89. He joined the Army in 1942, served 
with the Highlanders, and was wounded on 23 October 1944 as the Unit fought to cut 

the railway and highway link between Bergen op Zoom and Walcheren. A service for 
Norman was held at Sylvan Lake on 1 March with representatives from the Unit present. 
Norman is survived by his wife of 61 years, five children, seven grandchildren, eight 

great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. 

 

John Perkins  

John was another Calgary Highlander veteran of the Second World War and died on 13 
February in his 95th year. John was wounded on 25 October (just two days after 
Norman Salive) during the Battle of the Scheldt Estuary. A service, with representatives 

from the Unit, was held in Wainwright on 22 February. John is survived by his wife, 
seven children, 17 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 

 

Wesley Youmans  

Wesley served in the Highlanders during the Second World War and was a member of 
the Regimental Association until his death on 27 February. Wesley contacted the Unit a 

week prior to his passing at the Col. Belcher facility, saying that he wished to give his 
medals to the Regimental Museum. A delegation from the Unit led by the CO, LCol. Kyle 

Clapperton, visited Wesley at his bedside and accepted his medals on 19 February. 

 

 

Since the last issue of the Glen the Regimental family has lost six members. 

Fallen Comrades 
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Dennis Syren  

Dennis passed away on 7 March at the age of 81. Dennis served with the Regiment post-
war and was a member of the Regimental Association and long-time volunteer at the 

Military Museums. A funeral service was held in Calgary on 21 March with members of 
the Unit and Association in attendance. Dennis was pre-deceased by May, his wife of 
many years, on 16 October 2013. He is survived by two daughters, three grandchildren 

and four great -grandchildren. 

 

John Alden  

John's death on 17 April came as a shock to many of his friends since he was only 60 
years old and had retired from the Army less than a year before, in June 2013. John 

joined the Army in 1970 as a Private and served in many units including as RSM of the 
Seaforth Highlanders. He was commissioned as a Captain and served with the Calgary 
Highlanders until his retirement. A large memorial service was held for John at Mewata 

Armoury on 28 April. He is survived by his wife and daughter.  

 

 

 

Fallen Comrades 



 

 

н !ǇǊƛƭ нлмп 

¢ƘŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ млпǘƘ 
ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ 
ŀǘ aŜǿŀǘŀ !ǊƳƻǳǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /²h wƻōŜǊǘ 
.ŜǎǎŜΣ /5 ŀǎ w{a ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ a²h /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
¢ǳŎƪŜǊΣ /5 ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ [/ƻƭ YȅƭŜ 
/ƭŀǇǇŜǊǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ w{a .ŜǎǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ w{a /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ 
 

н !ǇǊƛƭ нлмп 

w{aǎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΣ a²h 
/ƘǊƛǎ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ όƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ .ƻō 
.ŜǎǎŜΦ  w{a .ŜǎǎŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎ 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оф 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
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    The Regiment in Photos  

Readers are encouraged to send in photos from all eras of the Unitôs history in order that the archive 
may be expanded. Digital images can be sent to calghighr.glen@gmail.com.  Prints should be mailed 
to The Calgary Highlanders Regimental Association, Mewata Armoury, 801-11th St SW, Calgary, AB, 
T2P 2C4.  Prints will be scanned and returned upon request.  When sending photos, donôt forget to 
include information on who/what, when and where.  

   

The Regiment in Photos 

/ŀƭƎŀǊȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ 

                              5Φ aŀǎŎŀǊŘŜƭƭƛ  


